BRITISH   POLICY
plained of its srnallness.1 His failure to render aid in 1915 may
have been one reason why the British authorities at Cairo
turned to negotiations with the Sharif of Mecca.
The military authorities could see little practical value in the
Arabs as fighting forces unless they were carefully organized
under officers with suitable knowledge and with military ex-
perience. They could be employed then only as part of a general
campaign under a single direction. Otherwise, while they could
harry and demoralize a retreating enemy, they would be
entirely ineffective, although tiresome., against unbroken troops.2
With such views prevailing in India and in Mesopotamia, it
is not surprising that T. E. Lawrence, on his visit to 'Iraq in
1916, with a three-fold mission, one of which was to foster, if
possible, an Arab rising similar to that brewing in western
Arabia, should be treated with scorn,3 that subsequent events
in Hijaz should be belittled4 and that the policy of organizing
Arab assistance should be rejected.
The historical fact remains that while many of the same
obstacles to tribal co-operation existed in western Arabia, the
effort was made there, with important results in the successful
defeat of the common enemy, the Turk and his allies. The
peculiar genius of T. E. Lawrence; the inspiring leadership and
1 Memorandum No. 24, August 9th, 1917, from 'Iraq Section, Arab Bureau
to Arab Bureau, Cairo For Ibn Sa'ud's own valuation of his services to Great
Britain, see 'Amln Riham, Ibn Sa^oud of Arabia, hispeople and his land(1928), p. 61.
3 Summary of telegram, General Officer Commanding, Baghdad, to Chief of
Imperial General Staff, June ist, 1917, O.H., Vol. iv, p. 10. Cf. the views of
T. E. Lawrence, op. cit., pp. 104, 339-40. For the opinion of a Turkish Arrny
commander on the military value of Arabs, see Djemal Pasha, op. cit., p. 153.
For that of the head of the German Military Mission to Turkey, see Liman
von Sanders, op. cit., p. 242.
3	Lawrence, op. cit., pp. 59-60; Hart, op. cit., p. 101.
4	'Nothing that had been achieved in the direction of Arab co-operation on
the Palestine front, up to this date (1917), gave those on the spot (Mesopotamia)
any reason to advocate any change in policy.' Wilson, Sir A. T., Mesopotamia,
1917-30, P 4-	
been estimated that in the British Army's operations against the Turks, each
Turkish casualty or prisoner cost from. £1500 to £2000 per head. See Toynbee,
A. J., The Islamic World Since the Peace Settlement (1927), p. 283; ParLDebates,
H. of L., sth S., VoL xlix (1922), pp. 241-3; ibid., H. of C., sth S., Vol. cvix
(1922), p 490.
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